
Weapons of Warfare

Part 1:  The Power of Praise and Sacrifice 



Created for Worship

● We were made for worship.
● Our greatest fulfillment and satisfaction are found in lifting 

up our hearts and souls to God.
● The Greatest Commandment:  “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, soul, mind and strength,”  (Matthew 
22:37).

● {11} You will make known to me the path of life; In Your 
presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are 
pleasures forever. [Psalm 16:11 NASB]



Worship opens you up to receive from 
God.



Three Components of Worship

1. Enter His gates with thanksgiving (v.4)
2. Come into His courts with praise (v.4)
3. Come before His presence with singing (v.2)





● We must first enter with thanksgiving.  An attitude of 
thankfulness and gratitude is wise when coming before the King.  

● As we begin to express our thankfulness, we move into praise 
within His courts.  Praise is our response to all that He has done 
and all that we are believing that God will do in our lives.  

● Psalm 22:3 says that God inhabits the praises of His people.  As 
we praise Him, the presence of God is enthroned upon the 
praises of His people and we enter the highest crescendo, 
which is worship.  Worship is our response to His presence.



The First Occurence of Worship

● Read Genesis 22:1-18
● {5} Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the 

donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and we will 
worship and return to you." [Genesis 22:5 NASB]

● {8} Abraham said, "God will provide for Himself the lamb 
for the burnt offering, my son." So the two of them walked 
on together. [Genesis 22:8 NASB]



God will provide 
what He requires for 
the sacrifice. 



Worship Costs You Something

● As we can see with Abraham, to worship God has cost… at 
the least it means death to self.  God told Moses that no 
man can see Him and live (Exodus 33:20).  Only dead men 
can see God.

● Worship is a divine exchange - It’s like exchanging a one 
dollar bill for one million dollars.



{1} Therefore I urge you, brethren, 

by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual service of worship. 

[Romans 12:1 NASB]



Worship is a 
life-changing act of 
consecration and 
obedience.  It means total 
surrender.



Will not Emotions

● Emotions are from God and they are good but they are 
being redeemed and made whole.

● If worship is based off my “feelings” or “emotions” then my 
worship will begin to taper off.

● We train our SOULS (mind, will, emotions) to get behind 
our SPIRIT.



Will not Emotions

● {1} Of David. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, bless his holy name! {2} Bless the LORD, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits, [Psalm 103:1-2 ESV]

● {7} Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the LORD has dealt 
bountifully with you. [Psalm 116:7 ESV]

● Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in 
turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise 
him, my salvation  - Psalm 42:5



Worship

● Worship is a posture of the heart that bears fruit in your life.  
It’s without hypocrisy.
○ {7} "Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, 

saying: {8} 'These people draw near to Me with their 
mouth, And honor Me with [their] lips, But their heart is 
far from Me. {9} And in vain they worship Me, Teaching 
[as] doctrines the commandments of men.' " [Matthew 
15:7-9 NKJV] 



We’re  Ph i s 
t in   g  e l . 
-Gra  C ok



No Hypocrisy

● {17} But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good 
fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. [James 3:17 NASB]

● {1}"...Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy. [Luke 12:1 NASB]

● {9} Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling 
to what is good. [Romans 12:9 NASB]



Worship in Spirit and Truth

““Believe me, woman, the time is coming when you 
Samaritans will worship the Father neither here at this 
mountain nor there in Jerusalem. You worship guessing in the 
dark; we Jews worship in the clear light of day. God’s way of 
salvation is made available through the Jews. But the time is 
coming—it has, in fact, come—when what you’re called will not 
matter and where you go to worship will not matter. 



“It’s who you are and the way you live that count before God. 
Your worship must engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. 
That’s the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those 
who are simply and honestly themselves before him in their 
worship. God is sheer being itself—Spirit. Those who worship 
him must do it out of their very being, their spirits, their true 
selves, in adoration.””
John 4:23-24 MSG



Seven Hebrew Words for “Praise”

1. HALAL: “To shine, to boast, overwhelming excitement, to 
be clamorously foolish”

2. YADAH: “The extended hand”
3. BARAK: “To kneel in adoration, to bow” 
4. ZAMAR: “To touch the strings, instrumental worship” 
5. SHABACH: “To shout with triumph” 
6. TODAH: “A confession, a sacrifice of thanksgiving” 
7. TEHILLAH: “To sing the new song from the heart”



Thanksgiving

Give thanks to God for:

● Saving you
● Loving you
● Providing for you
● Putting you in Christ
● Letting you live in “such a time as this”
● Putting you in Athens, GA



Praise

Praise God for His:

● Faithful love
● Grace and mercy
● Slowness to anger
● Brilliance
● Goodness
● Kindness
● Gentleness
● Strength and Power
● Healing and deliverance


