
The Mind’s Eye
What is your picture of God?

2 Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.  --Romans 12:2 NIV



AW Tozer: “What comes into minds when you think 
about God is the most important thing about us...”



My Picture of God 
Growing Up 

• Distant, Old Wizard 
• Judgmental – waiting 

for me to mess up
• Boring - keeping me 

from really living 
• Eternal Fire-insurance
• Always testing me and 

wanting to take things 
away – Abraham & Isaac 



Problem

Our image of God is not fully him

1 Cor 13:12 – For now we see in a 
mirror dimly (in a riddle), BUT 
THEN face to face; now I know in 
part, BUT THEN I will know fully 
just as I also have been fully 
known

But Why?



Realizing our Limitations
We are finite beings relating to the Infinite Being – how can we get our minds around God  

• Exodus 3:14 “I AM WHO I AM” 

We are born spiritually dead - we mostly experience life materially with our 5 senses

Limitations of our brain’s “filing system” 
• To define is to limit
• how much do we really know about the thing we “know” about

True Knowledge ultimately leads to humility
• The more I know the more I realize I don’t know 
• “Every one who is seriously involved in the pursuit of science becomes convinced that a spirit is 

manifest in the laws of the Universe - a spirit vastly superior to that of man, and one in the face of 
which we with our modest powers must feel humble.” Albert Einstein



The Native American Airplane



Our image of God is shaped by our 
Paradigms
• Steven R. Covey – says that a paradigm is simply “the mental image that we 

have in our minds about how things are “out there”.”
• https://youtu.be/FbOIA9vhHG0  

• Paradigm – a pattern or model; the generally accepted perspective
• Represent our views of the world shaped by a fallen world
• Shaped by our culture 
• Shaped by our environment / upbringing
• Limited to our experiences and current knowledge
• Shaped by our lineage / genetics
• It is so fundament to us that we don’t even realize it is there 

•Our Paradigm is our “window” to the world  - and sometimes we focus on 
the window



The Matrix 

• Imagine the character Morpheus (Laurence Fishburne) as Jesus 
• Imagine yourself as the character Neo (Keanu Reeves)
• Imagine the red pill being salvation and discipleship and the blue pill 

being living by the way of the world blind to the spiritual world
•https://youtu.be/zE7PKRjrid4 



The Kingdom of God is REALITY which we 
were created live in
• In light of this clip review Romans 12:2

• Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.  --Romans 12:2 NIV

• The kingdom of the world (Sin) is like the Matrix – the false reality we 
unknowingly ascribe to, are enslaved by and see the world through
• Sin – missing the mark

• The Kingdom of God is the Reality – truth and life that we were designed to live in

• We must be born again and Learn from our Heavenly Father what reality is and 
how we were created to live
• John 3:3 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again (lit: again 

from above) he cannot see the kingdom of God.”



How do we see correctly

•Referring to Native American story:  Jesus is the “Airplane”
• John 1:17-18New American Standard Bible (NASB)

17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through 
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son who 
is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

• John 10:10
• 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may 

have life, and have it abundantly. John 10:10



Jesus revealed a Present, All Powerful and 
Passionately Loving Father 
•Emmanual – God WITH us

• Always present: Matthew 1:23
• 23 “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS 

NAME EMMANUEL,” which translated means, “GOD WITH US.” 
• Always with (for) us

• Loving Daddy
• Abba Father – Romans 8:15
• 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 

again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”



The Fall – Genesis 3:1-5
 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 
‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in 
the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that 
is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will 
die.’”
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God 
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.”



Which do you see?

God Revealed by the Fall
God Revealed before the Fall and 
through Jesus



Paradigm Shifts for me as a Father
Matthew 7:11
If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

Waffle Story

House rules 
Old and New Testament 

From The Screwtape Letters: coming from a demons perspective:
• “He cannot (chooses not to) "tempt" to virtue as we (Demonic Realm) do to vice. He 

wants them to learn to walk and must therefore take away His hand; and if only the will to 
walk is really there He is pleased even with their stumbles.”



What are we to do?
Realize that life to the full comes from being in right relationship with God:
Matthew 5:6 – Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled

Humble ourselves to learn to be born again:
Matthew 18:3 - "I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will 
never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Daily Process of submitting and renewing our mind:
Romans 12:1-2 - Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Learn to Hear and Obey the Holy Spirit:
John 14:26 - But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative--that is, the Holy Spirit--he will 
teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you. 



What I’m learning 

• It is a moment by moment process of taking on the mind of Christ; 
“seeing” God is present, He loves me, He likes me and He wants me 
to experience life to the full as He teaches me to live the way I was 
created to live – in right relationship with him and others 
•Ultimately it looks like TOTAL dependence on God (our Daddy) and 

interdependence with each other (Our brothers and sisters) 
• Luke 10:27 - “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR 

SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”



Exercises:

•Ask God to show More of 
Himself to you. Ask Him to 
shatter the box we put Him in
•Practice bringing to the front of 

your mind throughout the day 
that He is WITH you! 

Isaiah 41:10
Don’t be afraid, for I am with you.
    Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you.
    I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.


