
Pursuing God in a Season of 
Blessing 



She’ma (שְׁמַע) 



Sh'ma Yisra'eil  

Adonai Eloheinu Adonai echad.  

V'ahav'ta eit Adonai Elohekha  

b'khol l'vav'kha  

uv'khol naf'sh'kha  

uv'khol m'odekha. 

She’ma (שְׁמַע) - Deuteronomy 6:4-5 



 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might. 

She’ma (שְׁמַע) - Deuteronomy 6:4-5 







Purpose of the Desert 
Season 



“And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your 
God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he 
might humble you, testing you to know what was in your 
heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not... 

The Purpose of the Desert Season 



And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, 
which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might 
make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man 
lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord...” 

The Purpose of the Desert Season 



Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not 
swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that, as a 
man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you.” 

Deuteronomy 8:2-5 

The Purpose of the Desert Season 



●  Cultivate humility 
●  Discover what’s in your heart (will you obey or not?) 
●  Learn to not live by bread alone, but by His words 
●  Be trained by the Lord’s discipline 

○  He still miraculously provided even in His discipline - “Your 
clothing did not wear out...and your foot did not swell these forty 
years.” 

The Purpose of the Desert Season 





The purpose of the desert 
season is to prepare us to 
inherit the promised land  

(or, the blessing). 



The Framework for 
Living in a Season of 
Blessing 



“And it will be, when you come into the land which the Lord, 
your God, gives you for an inheritance, and you possess it 
and settle in it, that you shall take of the first of all the fruit of 
the ground, which you will bring from your land, which the 
Lord, your God, is giving you. And you shall put [them] into a 
basket and go to the place which the Lord, your God, will 
choose to have His Name dwell there... 

 

The Framework 



And you shall come to the kohen who will be [serving] in 
those days, and say to him, "I declare this day to the Lord, 
your God, that I have come to the land which the Lord swore 
to our forefathers to give us."And the kohen will take the 
basket from your hand, laying it before the altar of the Lord, 
your God. And you shall call out and say before the Lord, 
your God, ... 

 

The Framework 



‘An Aramean [sought to] destroy my forefather, and he went 
down to Egypt and sojourned there with a small number of 
people, and there, he became a great, mighty, and numerous 
nation. And the Egyptians treated us cruelly and afflicted us, 
and they imposed hard labor upon us. So we cried out to the 
Lord, God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and 
saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression... 

 

The Framework 



And the Lord brought us out from Egypt with a strong hand 
and with an outstretched arm, with great awe, and with signs 
and wonders. And He brought us to this place, and He gave 
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. And now, 
behold, I have brought the first of the fruit of the ground which 
you, O Lord, have given to me." ...  

 

 

The Framework 



Then, you shall lay it before the Lord, your God, and prostrate 
yourself before the Lord, your God. Then, you shall rejoice 
with all the good that the Lord, your God, has granted you 
and your household you, the Levite, and the stranger who is 
among you.” 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 

The Framework 



1.  Remember 
2.  Humble Yourself 
3.  Rejoice 
4.  Give 

(Repeat) 

 

The Framework 



1 Remember 

An Aramean [sought to] destroy my 
forefather, and he went down to 
Egypt...[and] he became a great, 
mighty, and numerous nation...
[T]he Egyptians treated us 
cruelly...So we cried out to the 
Lord...and [He] heard our voice and 
saw our affliction...And the Lord 
brought us out from Egypt...to this 
place, and He gave us this land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey.  



And when the Lord your God brings you into the land that he 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to 
give you—with great and good cities that you did not build, 
and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and 
cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees 
that you did not plant—and when you eat and are full, ... 

Remember 



then take care lest you forget the Lord, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” 

Deuteronomy 6:10-12 

Remember 



“Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping 
his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I 
command you today, lest, when you have eaten and are full 
and have built good houses and live in them, and when your 
herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied 
and all that you have is multiplied, then your heart be lifted 
up, and you forget the Lord your God, ... 

Remember 



who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, who led you through the great and terrifying 
wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and 
thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought 
you water out of the flinty rock, who fed you in the 
wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, 
that he might humble you and test you, to do you good in the 
end... 

Remember 



Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of 
my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember 
the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get 
wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to 
your fathers, as it is this day.”  

Deuteronomy 8:11-18 

 

 

 

Remember 



“If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods 
and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you 
today that you will surely be destroyed. Like the nations the 
Lord destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not 
obeying the Lord your God.” 

Deuteronomy 8:19-20 

 

 

 

Forgetting Brings Loss 



Spend intentional time and 
conversation around what the Lord 

has done. 

REMEMBER 



Remembrance 

Humility 

PRODUCES 



2 Humble 
Yourself 

“Then, you shall lay [the first of all 
your fruit] before the Lord, your 
God, and prostrate yourself before 
the Lord, your God.” 



“...prostrate yourself before the Lord, your God.” 

 

prostrate: lying stretched out on the ground with one's face 
downward. 

 

 

 

Humble Yourself 



In order to truly rejoice, you 
must take a moment to 

remember who God is, and 
who you are.  



Humility 

Rejoicing 

BRINGS 



3 Rejoice 
“Then, you shall rejoice with all the 
good that the Lord, your God, has 
granted you and your household 
you, the Levite, and the stranger 
who is among you.” 



“When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your 
God for the good land he has given you.” 

Deuteronomy 8:10 

 

 

 

Rejoice 



Be glad, be happy. 

REJOICE 



Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice. 

Philippians 4:4 



Rejoicing 

Cheerful Giving 

ENABLES 



4 Give 
“And behold, now I bring the first of 
the fruit of the ground, which you, O 
Lord, have given me.’” 



1.  Give back to the Lord 

Give 



“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all 
your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and 
your vats will be bursting with wine.” 

Proverbs 3:9-10 

Give Back to the Lord 



“Bring the whole of the tithes into the treasury so that there 
may be nourishment in My House, and test Me now 
therewith, says the Lord of Hosts, [to see] if I will not open for 
you the sluices of heaven and pour down for you blessing 
until there be no room to suffice for it.” 

Malachi 3:10 

Give Back to the Lord 



A sliding gate or other device for controlling the flow 
of water, especially one in a lock gate.  

sluice 



“...[see] if I will not open for you the sluices of heaven and 
pour down for you blessing until there be no room to suffice 
for it.” 

Malachi 3:10 

Give Back to the Lord 



1.  Give back to the Lord 
2.  Give to Others 

Give 



“And [John the Baptist] answered them, ‘Whoever has two 
tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 
food is to do likewise.’” 

Luke 3:11 

 

Give to Others 



“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

“[The righteous man] has distributed freely, he has given to 
the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 

2 Corinthians 9:9 (In reference to Psalm 112:9) 

 

 

Give to Others 



“Good is the man who is gracious and lends, who conducts 
his affairs with moderation.” 

Psalm 112:5 

 

Give to Others 



“Who is gracious to the poor and lends to them, and is not 
strict, saying, ‘I cannot afford it,’ but instead his things, which 
he needs for himself, in food, drink, and clothing, he conducts 
with moderation and with a measure, and he spares his 
property.”  

-  Rashi Commentary 

 

 

 

Commentary on Psalm 112:5 



“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who 
waters will himself be watered.” 

Proverbs 11:25 

Give to Others 



“You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every 
way...” 

2 Corinthians 9:11 

Give to Others 



With the blessing you have 
received, be a blessing. 

GIVING 



That which you have freely 
received, freely give. 

Matthew 10:8b 



Giving as a lifestyle/give and it 
shall be given. 

AWAKENING VALUE 



Rejoice in Each 
Other’s Blessings 



Rejoicing in others’ victories 

AWAKENING VALUE 



“I rejoice in others victories 

(or, blessings).” 



“May we shout for joy over your victory and lift up our banners 
in the name of our God. May the Lord grant all your 
requests.” 

Psalm 20:5 

 

 

 

Rejoice in Each Other’s Blessings  


